
October 2, 2020	

Dear Garden City School Community,	

I hope this email finds you and your family well.	

The District continues to evaluate what is working in our schools and what needs to be improved based on feedback 
from our staff, students and parents through a problem-solving team approach. We were meeting every day and now 
twice a week to address concerns and issues that arise.  Most recently, we made minor adjustments to our 
technology support, transportation plan, recess procedures, and mask breaks. This evaluation process will continue.	

I would now like to update you on our plans for the upcoming weeks. In an effort to continue to provide faculty 
with professional learning and planning time, the district will be holding four half-days on October 19 and 26 
and November 9 and 16. Please note that on these dates, your child will only attend school (whether in-person or 
virtual) for half the day. Students will engage in asynchronous learning as assigned by their teachers the other half of 
the day.  You will receive specific information regarding programming and dismissal from your building principal.	

Starting next week, we will be offering an Athletic Training and Conditioning Program for our high school 
students.  This program will be open to all high school students and will be organized by the fall, winter and spring 
sports.  We will also offer a similar program for our middle school students in the coming weeks.  All program 
advisors will follow the guidelines outlined by the New York State Department of Health and the New York State 
Public High School Athletic Association. In addition, some sports may be modified to eliminate close contact between 
players.  Extracurricular programs play an extremely important role in the social, emotional and physical development 
of our students.  Information on how to sign up will be sent through the Athletic Office.	

Finally, while I have received a number of emails expressing satisfaction with our school opening, I have also 
received inquiries on when we will be fully open for our middle and high school students.  At this time we are still 
adhering to the Department of Health and NYS Education Department guidelines, which strongly recommends six 
feet social distancing, wearing of masks and hand hygiene.  We will continue to monitor for updated guidance and will 
make adjustments to our program as these recommendations evolve.  Our ultimate goal is to have all of our students 
in school in a safe and healthy learning environment. 	

I appreciate our school community’s ongoing work and support.  Have a wonderful weekend.	

Sincerely,	

Kusum	

Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.  	

Superintendent of Schools	
 


